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affairs, there was much said, a good deal of which was not
pertinent. Grant remarked he had seen General Howard,
who had some funds which would hold out until Congress
came together, when, undoubtedly, provision would be
made. Stanbery said the people of the South were in a
deplorable state, and he could see no permanent relief for
them except from the Treasury, which the people would
not long stand.

Seward said there were always disturbances in times of
scanty provisions; that this was always felt most in the
cities and often ran into riots. He told a story of a man
who wished on a stormy night to send a message and prof-
fered a guinea, the usual fee, to the messenger, who wanted
two. This he refused to give, and the two parted in high
anger with each other. After several hours the gentleman
.gave in, tendered the two guineas, and the messenger, who
wanted the money, accepted it and did the duty. The
planters and negroes, he guessed, would after a while feel
the need of each other and come together.

I expressed dislike of the views taken, for only temporary
and superficial relief was talked of, or proposed, for an en-
during evil. The whole fabric of civil government, indus-
trial employment, and social society has been overthrown,
upturned, and prostrated by the penurious, partisan legis-
lation of Congress, and the talk of relief by feeding the lazy
and destitute negroes for a few weeks was an absurdity.
There was no probability that the planter and the negro
would come together and act harmoniously while the Fed-
eral Government was exerting its power to make them an-
tagonistic. Grant once or twice interrupted me, and I could
see did not like my remarks. So also with Seward, who is
always a temporizer, but Grant is acting with a purpose,
and in concert with Radicals and the military.

I see by the paper that Stanton has returned. He has
been in Washington but little since his suspension. It is
said he fears personal chastisement from persons whom
while in office he has insulted and wronged. This, I think,